The official unit of currency in

Sweden is the Krona (SEK).
There are 100 ore to the Krona. Notes are available in

the following denominations: 20, 100, 500 and 1,000 Krona.

Most hotels, shops and restaurants accept major credit cards.

U L any] [he main Visby Post Office
is located at the east end of
Ostercentrum Shopping Mall at the corner of Norra Hansegatan
and Kung Magnus vdg. Open 9:30 a.m. — 7:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday, 10:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Saturday. Closed on
Sundays. It is customary in many post offices and shops in
Sweden to take a queue ticket upon entering to receive service.

Public Telephones are easy to use. The phones are activated
with a Telefonkort calling card. Phone cards can be purchased
at post offices, newspaper kiosks, tobacco shops, Pressbyran-
convenience stores or a Telebutik (a special office from which
international calls can be placed). You can also place calls with
your personal calling card using the following access codes
(Swedish telephone card required):

AT&T: 020-799-111/ MCI: 0200-895-438 / SPRINT: 020-799-011

There is a Tourist Information
Office located near the pier at

Skeppsbron 4-6. During the cruise season the office is
generally open from 8am-5pm Monday through Friday and
10am-4pm on Saturday and Sunday.

\® Tourist Information

Taxis are in limited supply outside
the Terminal area. It is advisable
to take a metered taxi or important to negotiate a fare, prior to
departing. Distances within Visby are short. The most common
means of getting around the walled city is by walking or by
bicycle.
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This information has been compiled for the convenience of our guests and is intended
solely for that purpose. While we work to ensure that the information contained herein
is correct, we cannot accept responsibility for any changes that may have taken place
since printing.
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General Information

Visby is the largest
city on the west coast
of the island of
Gotland. Gotland is
situated in the middle
of the Baltic Sea
approximately 90 kilo- |
metres from the Swedish Stockn
Mainland. The name
Visby comes from an old
Norse word which means
“sacrificial place” and
denotes the strong Viking
heritage of this charming
community. Visby is con-

sidered the best-preserved medieval town in Scandinavia and is
on UNESCO's list of World Heritage Sites.

The old town of Visby is encircled by a stone wall with over 50
towers. Within the city walls are the ruins of 23 churches and
abbeys and over 200 well preserved medieval stone buildings.
The narrow, cobbled streets with tiny houses and rose gardens
have earned the city the affectionate title of the "City of Roses
and Ruins." Because of its scenic charm many movies have
been filmed in Visby. The colourful house "Villa Villekulla"
was used as Pippi Longstockings home and is now a museum
for kids to explore.

The countryside on the island is remarkable beautiful. There
are vast white sandy beaches, dramatic seascapes and picture
perfect pastoral scenery. The climate is milder than the mainland
which helps to attract many visitors to the island, especially in
August for Medieval Week. The annual colorful celebration
attracts visitors from around the world for the festivity. Visby is
a vibrant living piece of history that offers a new discovery
around every corner.
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Almedalen was the site of the old medieval harbor. When
Visby was a trading partner with the Hanseatic League, the har-
bor was the trading center of the Baltic. Today, the Almedalen
is a peaceful park with a public waterfront area.
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Ringmuren is the massive 3.4 kilometre long stone wall that
completely surrounds and protects the city. Construction on the
ring wall was begun in the 13th century. In 1280 the wall was
rebuilt to its current height and the characteristic towers were
added. The Ringmuren is largely intact and is one of the most
notable architectural features of the city.
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Kruttornet (the Powder Tower) is one of the oldest existing
structures in Visby. The Powder Tower was constructed in
the 11th century and later incorporated into the stone walls of
the city.

Jungfrutornet (the Maiden's Tower) is where according to
legend the daughter of a wealthy Visby merchant was walled
up alive in the tower for betraying the city for the love of a
Danish king.

St. Mary's Cathedral dates from the 12th century. The original
building was redesigned in the 13th century to its current form.
St. Mary's is the only one of Visby's many old churches that is
still used for worship services. The cathedral has an exquisite
carved walnut and ebony pulpit from Lubeck and a 13th century
font of red marble.

Gotland Museum was erected in 1776 by Royal Command to
house the Royal Distillery. Among the museum's 24 exhibition
halls filled with innumerable remarkable objects is a warehouse
with all four stories frozen in time. This provides a golden
opportunity to study the rooms which have remained virtually
intact since the Medieval Period.

Museum of Antiquities has a collection of Viking and medieval
finds which offers a glimpse into Visby's past. Among the artifacts
are tombstones, runic stones, weapons, armor, furniture and
religious art.

Botanical Gardens of Visby were created in 1855. It is regarded
as one of the best botanical gardens in Sweden and has a wide
selection of exotic plants, stunning roses, magnolias and a rich
bird-life. One of the Botanical Gardens rarities is the ginkgo
tree with fan-shaped leaves. The ginkgo tree belongs to the
family of conifers that was most widespread 180 million years
ago and is somewhat of a living fossil.

Beyond Visby

Tofta is a recreation of a living Viking village. Interpretative
guides demonstrate activities, which offer a glimpse into the
Viking way of life. Visitors can learn to make Viking jewellery,
mill flour on the grindstone, bake bread over embers or test
their strength and skill at a Viking competitive sport.

Gnisvird is a picturesque fishing village dating back to 1700.
Nearby is the Gnisvird Ships Grave, which consists of stones
standing on their edge in the form of a ship. It is the longest
ship setting on the island and denotes a significant place of
burial from the Bronze Age.
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Lummelunda Cave was discovered by three school children in
1948. It took millions of years for natural forces to excavate the
extensive underground cave system. Today, the Lummelunda
cave is one of Gotland's most popular attractions. Visitors can
explore the system and view dramatic stalactite and stalagmite
formations as well as underground lakes and rivers.

Lickershamn, is a quaint fishing port where the fishermen's
cottages lie sheltered by the bay. On the hilly shore stands
"Jungfrun", the highest rock formation on Gotland, formed by
the sea and waves over many thousands of years. The view of
the barren coastal shore and the sea is magnificent.

» Admission charges are generally in local currency.

* When going ashore, guests are advised to take with them
only the items they need and to secure any valuables.

There is evidence that Visby
was a trading settlement as

early as 900 A.D. During the era of the Vikings,
Gotlandic farmer-traders developed a structured organization
of trading companies. From the end of the 11th century,
Gotland dominated the lucrative long distance trade with
Russian goods, directed towards Western Europe. Knowledge
of the Gotlanders' wealth and success became widespread. At
the beginning of the second half of the 12th century Russian,
Baltic, Danish, Swedish and German merchants moved to
Visby. The period between the mid 12th century and early 14th
century is considered to be Visby's golden era. People from
different cultures and with different languages converged on
the town. Alongside the Gotlandic urban community a German
one grew up. The Town law was written in both languages and
the Town Council consisted of aldermen of both languages,
each with his own bailiff and mayor who represented his
section of the community.

Visby enjoyed full membership in the medieval trading organi-
zation, the Hanseatic League. For a long time the Gotlandic
merchants had enjoyed a sense of trading solidarity. But the
merchants in Visby, wishing to exert their acquired interests
within the fast developing town-based union, broke away from the
Gotlandic union and instead accepted the laws and regulations
of the Hanseatic League. This action eventually led to the civil
war of 1288. Little by little the German merchants took over
the Northern European trade and during the 13th century, Visby
was driven out of its leading position in the Baltic trade. Visby
remained a Hansa town until 1476.

By the 14th century Sweden was under the rule of Queen
Margrete of Denmark. It was not until the 1430's that the
Swedes rebelled against Danish dominance and in 1435 the
first Swedish Parliament was assembled. In 1523 Gustav Vasa
led a movement which established Sweden as a free an inde-
pendent state. During the Thirty Years War (1618-48) Sweden
became a major power with possessions throughout the Baltic
region. In the 19th century, at the conclusion of the Napoleonic
wars, Sweden lost Finland to Russia but took Norway from the
Danes.

Towards the end of the 19th century, an agricultural crisis hit
Sweden and thousands emigrated to America. However, as a result
of the industrial revolution, the economy's emphasis switched
from farming to industry with an expansion on commerce. In
both World Wars, Sweden adopted a policy of neutrality. Today,
the island of Gotland and Sweden enjoy one of the highest
standards of living in the world.
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i\ . To make the most of your visit
‘% Shore Excursions to Visby and its surrounding
areas we suggest you take one of our organized Shore
Excursions. For Information concerning tour content and pricing,
consult your Shore Excursion Brochure or contact the Shore
Excursion Desk.

Bargaining: Prices are fixed

} Local Customs [K
in Sweden.

Tipping: Tipping is not necessary in restaurants where a service
charge is included in the bill, however, it is acceptable to leave
a few notes or coins. For taxis, round up the fare to the nearest
kronor.

Local Cuisine: Scandinavia is most famous for its Smorgésbord
and Sweden is no exception. There are enormous variations,
but the Smorgdsbord consists of a hot and cold buffet with
particular emphasis on seafood and such dishes as pickled herring
and smoked salmon. Another specialty is Reindeer which is a
little richer and sweeter than beef. The Swedes are also known
for their open-faced sandwiches. Try Vifflor (waffles) served
with jam and cream, they're delicious.

Drink Specialties: Vodka is the drink most widely associated
with Sweden but the locals prefer Aquavit, a potato based
liquor, served ice-cold and drunk as a "shot", it is very strong.

Bottled water is recommended.
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é;\ Shopping Facilities Within the walled city there
V% are a large number of shop-

ping opportunities. Most are concentrated around the
Adelsgatan, Sodercentrum and Ostercentrum areas. Shopping
hours are generally from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday thru
Saturday. There may be some tourist-oriented shops that stay
open later. Most small shops are closed on Sunday.

Items of interest include; Swedish crystal, ceramics, silver and
stainless steel products, glass products, home furnishings,
chocolates, clothing, art, brightly painted wooden handicrafts
and souvenirs.

Value Added Tax (VAT), is added to most purchases. Visitors who
spend over a certain amount may be entitled to re-claim some
or all of the tax paid. In Scandinavia many stores participate in
"Tax Free Shopping", ask for a "Tax Free" receipt, this is then
usually reimbursed before departing the country although,
RCCL cannot guarantee the cooperation of local authorities.
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